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94 Points Niepoort 2004 Robustus

Robustus is a great wine for game. It is a savory blend of Tinta Roriz, Tinta Franca, Sousalo, and Alicante 

Bouschet. It has a dark ruby color with aromas of fresh dark cherry, coconut and charred oak. After spending 

an initial 18 months in casks, it is aged for four additional years in large used barrels. Despite extended oak 

treatment, it is fresh and ripe on the plate with vibrant fruit flavors and firm ripe tannins. A delicious wine.

94 Points Niepoort 2008 Batuta

Batuta is a Niepoort proprietary red blend from 80+ year old vines. The 2008 Batuta (bottled only one week 

prior to tasting!) is predominantly Tinta Amorela. It is fermented in stainless steel and wood and given two 

months of skin contact. It spends 22 months in barrel, 45% new French oak with notable coffee influences from 

François Freres barriques. In general there is a big influence of wood in this young wine with caramel, mocha, 

red flowers and stems. However, the wine also shows purity of fruit, plum and raspberry like flavors, minerals 

and herbal notes. Fabulous wine. 

93 Points Niepoort 2007 Batuta 

The 2007 Batuta is the current vintage of this outstanding wine. This elegant bottling boasts ripe, spicy red and 

black fruit with notes of loam and herbs. Aged for up to 20 months in 50% new French oak barrels, it is soft and 

round on the palate and offers outstanding structure and balance. The tannins are firm, and the finish is fruit 

rich and long lasting. An interesting and elegant wine that is pure Niepoort. Give this wine several more years 

in the bottle for maximum enjoyment. 
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92 Points Niepoort 2005 Omlet

Omlet is Telmo spelled backwards. Telmo Rodriguez is one of Spain�s most talented and innovative winemakers 

and serves as Dirk Niepoort�s collaborator on this cross-national winemaking venture. The wine displays plum 

and blueberry fruit on the nose followed by a soft lush palate of spice notes, chocolate, loam, and dark fruit 

flavors. Firm tannins on the long finish indicate the need for aging a few years in the bottle for maximum 

pleasure.

91 Points Niepoort 2008 Vertente 

Vertente is a blend of grapes from several vineyards and is fermented in stainless steel with a maceration of 12 

to 25 days. Malo is done in barrel, and the wine is aged for 17 months in barriques, 30% new. Dark ruby in 

color, the Vertente offers aromas of dark red berries, earth, and herbs. It reveals a complex, yet refined palate 

with purity of blackberry fruit flavors and chalkiness from slate soils. Although still rather tannic on the attack, 

the tannins are ripe and will soften over time. 

91 Points Niepoort 2008 Redomna Reserva Branco 

Darker yellow gold. Aroma Secondary aromas on the top. Oxidized. Salty. Citric flavors, ripe and light 

butterscotch, Sherry lots of richness below the surface, orange�Delicate and integrated. 

91 Points Niepoort 2009 Redoma Reserva Branco 

The 2008 Branco Reserva is made pretty much the same as the Redoma. However, the wine is blended from the 

best barrels from three high altitude vineyards on schist soils. The Reserva exhibits more fragrance and 

richness than the regular Branco as well as somewhat more citrus/orange flavors and a touch of sherry. Round 

and full volumed on the mid-palate, it reveals a beautiful soft, velvet texture and integrated oak and fruit with 

light vanilla and hazelnut notes and minerals. The wine is beautifully balanced with excellent acidity on the 

finish.

90 Points Niepoort 2008 Charme 

Charme is mainly a blend of Touriga Franca and Tinta Roriz sourced from old vineyards. It is fermented in 

lagares with short skin contact. Pinot Noir-like in character, it has a light to medium ruby hue with aromas of 

red plum, herbs and earth with significant barrel notes on the nose. A Burgundian styled wine, it is light and 

delicate on the palate without a lot of fruit intensity but does have charm (no pun intended). 

90 Points Niepoort 2009 Redoma Branco 

The 2009 Redoma Branco is made of Rabigato and small amounts of other grapes that are 50-90 years old. The 

wine is fermented in 500 and 225 liter barrels and sees no malo or battonage. Light straw in color, it offers 

delicate fruit with minerals and notes of salinity on the palate. Overall, the wine is steely with mineral notes and 

austere with high acidity and freshness. 

89 Points Niepoort 2009 Tiara 

Niepoort�s 2009 Tiara Douro is a field blend of mainly Rabigato (75%) and Côdega do Larinho (25%) sourced 

from high altitude vineyards (600m). It is fermented with natural yeast in stainless steel at low temperature and 

stays on the lees until bottled with no malo or battonage. It has a light straw hue with a captivating nose of 

citrus, apricot and minerals. The wine shows well, despite an earlier than usual harvest caused by high heat. It 

has volume on the mid-palate with good concentration from the old vines, high acidity and a touch of residual 

sugar on the finish. 


